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SUBJECT: MPA CALLS PRESS CONFERENCE TO PROTEST ALLEGED THAI SUPPORT 
OP LAO RESISTANCE 

1. THE LAO MINISTRY OP FOREIGN AFPAIRS (MFA) COVENED 
A PRESS CONPERENCE AT 1530 HOURS (LOCAL TIME) APRIL 12 
POR POREIGN JOURNALISTS AND DIPLOMATIC MISSION PRESS 
REPRESENTATIVES TO PROTEST THAI SUPPORT POR REBELS WHO 
SEIZED CHING CHU AND SANG KHI ISLANDS. 

2. THE CONPERENCE WAS CONDUCTED BY THE MPA'S DIRECTOR OF 
INFORMATION AND PRESS, KITHONG VONGSAY, AND PEATURED 
THE DISPLAY OP MATERIAL ALLEGEDLY LEFT BEHIND BY THE 
PLEEING REBELS, THE EXHIBITION OP TWO REBELS ALLEGEDLY 
CAPTURED ON THE ISLAND, AND PRESENTATION OP "WITNESS" 

ACCOUNTS BY "PARMERS PROM THE ISLAND." 

3. KYTHONG REPEATED CHARGES OP THAI SUPPORT FOR THE 
REBEL PORCES ON BOTH ISLANDS, SAYING THAT THE LAO REBELS 
WERE TRAINED, ARMED AND SUPPLIED WITH PROVISIONS AT 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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THE NONG KHAI REPUGEE CAMP. KYTHONG REPATED LAO 
DEMANDS THAT THE THAI RETURN THE REBELS WHO FLED INTO 
THAILAND, RETURN THOSE LAO CITIZENS FROM SANG KHI 
ISLAND WHO WERE "PORCED TO GO TO THAILAND BY THE 
REBELS " AND CEASE HOSTILE ACTS TOWARD THE LPDR. 

4. DIPLOMATS AND JOURNALISTS WERE ALLOWED TO QUESTION 
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THE "FARMERS" AND THE ALLEGED PRISONERS WHO WERE 
CONSISTENTLY COACHED IN THEIR REPLIES BY GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS. ONE PRISONER DID RESPOND DIRECTLY TO 
EMBOFF'S QUESTION IN LAO, AFFIRMING THAT THAI TROOPS 
WERE PRESENT ON THE LAO ISLAND OF CHING CHU DURING 
THE REBEL OCCUPATION. 

5. COMMENT: THE PRODUCTION WAS HEAVY HANDED AND 
PROPAGANDISTIC WITH FREQUENT INTERPOLATION OF GOVERN- 
MENT VIEWS IN "FARMER" AND "PRISONER" RESPONSES TO 
QUESTIONS AS TRANSLATED BY GOVERNMENT INTERPRETERS. 

CORCORAN 
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